
ENVIRONMENTAL 
INTEGRITY PROJECT 

Hon. Lisa Jackson, Administrator 

October 24, 2012 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters 
Ariel R.ios Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Mail Code: I lOlA 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

1 Thomas Circle NW, Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20005 
main: 202-296-8800 
fax: 202-296-8822 
www.environmentalintegrity.org 

Via Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, and electronic mail (jackson.lisa@epa.gov) 

Re: Petition to Add the Oil and Gas Extraction Industry, Standard Industrial 
Classification Code 13, to the List of Facilities Required to Report under the 
Toxics Release Inventory 

Dear Administrator Jackson: 

Pursuant to section 313(b)(l)(B) ofthe Emergency Planning and Community Right-to­
Know Act (''EPCRA") and section 553(e) ofthe Administrative Procedure Act, the 
Environmental Integrity Project, Chesapeake Climate Action Network, CitizenShale, Clean Air 
Council, Clean Water Action, Delaware Riverkeeper Network, Earthworks, Elected Officials to 
Protect New York, Environmental Advocates of New York, Lower Susquehanna Riverkeeper, 
Natural Resources Defense Council, OMB Watch, PennEnvironment, Powder River Basin 
Resource Council, San Juan Citizens Alliance, Sierra Club, and Texas Campaign for the 
Environment (collectively "Petitioners") hereby petition the Environmental Protection Agency 
("EPA") to initiate rulemaking to add the Oil and Gas Extraction Industry, identified by Standard 
Industrial Classification Code 13 ("SIC Code 13") and various North American Industry 
Classification System ("NAICS") codes, 1 to the list of facilities required to report releases of 
toxic chemicals listed under the Toxics Release Inventory ("TRI") ofEPCRA. 

1 When EPA last considered addition of the industry in 1996, it identified it by SIC Code 13. See 
Addition of Facilities in Certain Industry Sectors; Toxic Chemical Release Reporting; 
Community Right-to- Know, 61 Fed. Reg. 33,588, 33,592 (June 27, 1996). Since then, the 
NAJCS codes have begun to supplant SIC codes, and the oil and gas extraction industry is also 
identified by at least seven NAICS codes: 211111 (Crude Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Extraction), 211112 (Natural Gas Liquid Extraction), 213111 (Drilling Oil and Gas Wells), 
213112 (Support Activities for Oil and Gas Operations), 213112 (Support Activities for Oil and 
Gas Operations), 238910 (Site Preparation Contractors), and 541360 (Geophysical Surveying 
and Mapping Services). See NAICS Ass'n, Free NAICS Look Up, 
http://www.naics.com/search.htm. EPA noted this in 2000, identifying six NAICS codes for the 
industry. EPA, Office of Compliance Sector Notebook Pr~;ect: Profile of the Oil and Gas 
Extraction Industry 4 (Oct. 2000) [hereafter Industry Sector Profile], available at 
http:/(www.epa.goy/compliance/resources/publications/assistance/sectors/notebooks/oilgas.pdf 
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Fig. 1: Well locations of Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation in Dimock, Pa. Each marker may 
represent up to five wells. 

Similarly, Talisman Energy owns and operates at least 174 wells in the municipality of 
Columbia within approximately a 4.6-mile radius. The vast majority of the wells fall within a 
four-mile radius ofthe estimated centerpoint, with the furthest we114.64 miles from the 
center. 391 As with Dimock, a large number of the we1ls are situated in clusters of two to eight 
wells. Finally, EOG Resources owns and operates 122 wells in the municipality of Lawrence, 
within approximately a 3 .1-mile radius. 392 Like Dimock and Columbia, a number of the well 
sites contain clusters of two to eight wells. 

Such concentration of wells is not solely a Pennsylvania phenomenon. For example, 
Wyoming's Jonah Field-formally, the Jonah Field Infill Drilling Project Area- contains a 
relatively small area of productive land: roughly 30,500 acres, of which 14,030 may be disturbed 
at any one time, with an upper limit of20,334 total disturbed acres.393 To put this into 
comparison, 14,030 acres is equivalent to a circular area with a radius of2.6 miles, and 20,344 is 
equivalent to an area with a 3 .2-mile radius. The latter is roughly the size of the Lawrence, 
Pennsylvania drilling area noted above, which contains 122 wells. And yet, Jonah Field 
currently contains 2,323 wells-with an additional 250 estimated to be developed each year, for 

391 /d. 
392 /d. 
393 See U.S. Bureau ofLand Management, Record of Decision: Jonah lnjill Drilling Project, 
Sublette County, Wyoming 1 (2006), available at 
http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en!info/NEPA/documents/pfo/jonah.html. 
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